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with which Mr. Roosevelt throws the responsibility 
of the bloodshed now taking place in the Philippines 
upon those who opposed the ratification of the treaty 
with Spain unmodified — after having himself "done 
as much as anyone else to bring on the war" with 
Spain, and as Assistant Secretary of the Navy hav- 
ing determined upon an aggressive campaign of con- 
quest in the Philippines while Dewey was still at 
Hong Kong. If his theory of national greatness 
be true, he ought, instead of berating them, to be- 
stow the highest praise on whoever brought on the 
Philippine war, as it affords such splendid oppor- 
tunity for the display of "manly and adventurous 
qualities " ! His contemptuous thrusts at those who 
he says brought on the war are wholly inconsistent 
with his exultation at the glorious prospect now 
before the country, — of preventing this nation from 
"standing as the China of the Western hemisphere," 
by the adoption of the wicked and high-handed 
policy of the "great" governments who have not the 
least concern for China or her people except to 
humiliate and rob her, for their own greedy and 
ambitious ends. The whole speech is full of curi- 
ous inconsistencies, which anyone may detect on the 
most casual reading, but which the Governor seems 
to have had no consciousness of. 

It is easy to understand Mr. Roosevelt's impatient 
flings at the advocates of peace and humanity. He 
was simply building a platform for his glorification 
of war and adventure as means of what he calls 
"uplifting humanity". Here is the core of his 
speech. The strenuous life for which he pleads is, 
in its real meaning, a "warlike" and "adventurous" 
life. There is no greatness, no strength, without 
this. We must take our place with the nations that 
are making poor China their "door-mat", that are 
ruthlessly overrunning the world, stamping into 
the earth and annihilating native and weaker races, 
according to their own "commercial" and "glori- 
ous" will. This is the way to civilize and to become 
great! We cannot do our "duty" in this regard 
in the way by which the nation has grown great 
and honorable in the past ! The methods of peace 
must be flung to the winds ! No more boast of a 
small military establishment ! The navy must be 
greatly increased. Whoever opposes this, on no 
matter what high grounds of civilization and Chris- 
tian principle, must be "hunted down" in the Con- 
gressional. Record and elsewhere, and repudiated. 
The army must be enlarged, re-organized, given a 
"general staff" (4ta( major they call it in Europe), 
and put to exercising in "grand manoeuvres" just 
like the great civilizing, liberty-giving armies of the 
Old World ! The "renown" which is to come by 
extending civilization in this way is "the highest 
and finest part of national life " ! 

Roosevelt's symbol of the nation which is to be 
great is that of a knight with shield and sword (army 



and navy) striding forth in search of adventure, 
of war and renown, stamping out all armed resis- 
tance in the lands which he has conquered, establish- 
ing the supremacy of his flag, over the heads of all 
opposition, even of lovers of liberty, and then pro- 
ceding to administer the sacred trust which Provi- 
dence has thrust upon him "with absolute honesty 
and with good iudgment" ! Nay, this fiery knight 
of conquest, who has begun his exploits in the same 
high-handed way as Spain began her career of "re- 
nown", is to keep from the territories which his 
"good sword" has won all the spoils politicians, 
unless he is "to tread the path which Spain trod to 
her own destruction" ! Think of this heavenly pro- 
ceeding, tacked on to the end of a series of events 
which have blown into white heat the latent in- 
stincts of every spoils politician from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific ! 

Inconsistency, absurdity, misrepresentation, un- 
faithfulness to American political and religious ideals 
cannot go much further than they went in this 
brilliant speech. One would have thought that an 
American audience, instead of going wild with 
enthusiasm over it, would have hung its head in 
shame and in dead silence at least have shown its 
disapprobation of such an insidious abandonment of 
the principles which led the nation up to its late 
heights of greatness and honor. 

There is but one question now before the country, 
and that is whether the people will allow themselves 
to be further led astray by the seductive will-o'-the- 
wisp of Christless power and worldly renown which 
has already been foolishly followed into the very 
edges of the swamp of death. 

Military Government. 

As a result of the war with Spain the United 
States finds itself at the present moment controlling, 
or trying to control, the Philippines, Porto Rico, 
Guam, Hawaii and Cuba, with an aggregate popula- 
tion of 12,000,000, without a single form of legally 
established civil government in any of these islands. 
What is worse, there seems no disposition to care 
anything about the matter, either on the part of 
Congress whose constitutional duty it is to provide 
governments for such of these territories as are 
already settled portions of the national domain, or 
on the part of the people as a whole who are consti- 
tutionally the real rulers. Even Hawaii, which was 
annexed, though as a war measure, yet nominally 
under the forms of law, was left by Congress 
without any authorized civil government, though 
the Hawaiian Commission recommended one several 
months before Congress adjourned. 

The situation, then, is that five different bodies 
of people, in as many territories, with an aggregate 
population one-seventh as large as that of what was 
the United States of America a year ago, are under 
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the sole dictatorship of the President as Commander- 
in-chief of the army and navy. This is military 
government pure and simple. There is not the least 
pretense of civil organization about it. What of 
civil administration exists in Hawaii is the old gov- 
ernment living on, but without any legal status under 
our laws. The President could change it all any 
moment if he chose to do so. 

It is well understood that for the present the 
President, lor one reason or another, wishes this 
state of things to continue, except in the case of 
Hawaii which he apparently meant should have an 
organized territorial government. Congress seems 
amazingly willing for this condition to continue, for 
its members went home with seemingly no concern 
to perform an imperative duty which the situation 
lays upon them. If there was ever a condition 
requiring the immediate and most careful attention 
of Congress it is the one in which the country now 
finds itself. No question of tariff or money ever 
approached it in seriousness. But no pressure is 
brought upon the President to call, and he shows no 
disposition to call, a special session of Congress to 
deal with the subject. The people, moreover, seem 
to have lost all sense of responsibility for the control 
of the government, and are supinely allowing all 
this wide-reaching dictatorship to go on in their 
name. 

The whole situation is one to awaken alarm in the 
mind of every true citizen. It means that the nation 
is much farther gone in militarization, or in the 
moral and political weakness which will make 
militarization easy, than appears on the surface. 
The military party, which did so much a year ago to 
rush the country into war, and whose "constituents" 
are hovering in thousands about the Capitol for 
"places", is having things its own way. The pro- 
fessional military men are the men chiefly in evidence 
in Washington, in the newspapers, in all these out- 
lying dependencies. This is all to go on until next 
December, as things now appear. Do the people 
realize what three quarters of a year of military 
government will have wrought? By that time the 
President and his "advisers" and subordinates in 
this military regime can, and probably will, have so 
shaped things in the conquered territories as to have 
carried out beyond recall their annexation schemes, 
and to have made the further development of mili- 
tary and naval power inevitable, and the subordina- 
tion of the civil interests and civil government to the 
domination of the military much more complete than 
it is to-day. 

The excuse offered for acquiescing in this state of 
things and even wishing it to continue for a long 
time in the future is that so much better a govern- 
ment of the dependencies can be had in this way. 
If this is true, it is a sad commentary on the state of 
the nation. It is a confession that civil law and its 



administration has either broken down or is hope- 
lessly weak. Congress is a failure. Civil adminis- 
tration is a failure. There is not brains enough in 
the nation to formulate and put into successful 
operation a civil system suitable to the needs of the 
new territories. No effort, therefore, must be made 
in this direction. The whole matter must be left 
indefinitely to the dictatorship of the President and 
his military "friends." If this is true, then the 
republic is a failure, and "government of the people, 
by the people and for the people" has already begun, 
so far as we are concerned, to "perish from off the 
earth." 

We have entered upon the course which in France 
has put the army on the throne and made everything 
else its helpless slave ; which in the rest of Europe 
is making of militarism "the most conspicuous tyrant 
of the age" and bleeding the people to death. The 
temporary increase of the army will be made perma- 
nent. Congress will be lobbied into furnishing all 
the money needed for armor-plate for the navy. 
More of the sixty thousand young men who recently 
applied for officers' positions in the army when 
barely two hundred were wanted, will get places 
"pulled" in for them. Militarism is the same dia- 
bolical thing in this country as in any other country. 
It has no scruples about constitutions, about liberties, 
about taxes. It will relentlessly push its demands 
in season, out of season. After six or eight months 
of its supremacy, the nation will find next winter 
that it will be no easy task to pull the tyrant's 
fingers from its throat. 

A condition, not a theory, confronts to-day 
seventy-five millions of people who suppose them- 
selves to be freemen. There are no freemen where 
and so far as military dictatorship exists. Military 
government, no matter how good in specific cases, 
is the negation of civil liberty and civil law. It is 
the dangerous substitution of the will of one man, 
or of a clique of men, for constitution and laws. It 
matters not whether the man usurps the authority, 
or the constituted guardians of the constitution and 
representatives of the people ignorantly and igno- 
miniously resign it into his hands. The results will be 
the same in the end, as history abundantly demon- 
strates. The toleration of extended military govern- 
ment in these outlying regions, and the attempt at 
the same time to save the nation at home from its 
malign influences will be found utterly impracticable. 
English imperialistic militarism is eating its way 
from the colonies back into the very heart of the 
nation. It will be so here. Give it its way for a 
few months or a few years in the far away lands, 
and militarism will make a place for itself at home. 
There is no safe way but to put an end to it at once. 
Whatever territory is to be a permanent part of the 
national domain should at once have a civil adminis- 
tration to which the military, so far as it is used at 
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all, should be completely subject. The question of 
what territories should be in this category is an 
entirely different one, which we have discussed 
elsewhere. 



Editorial Notes. 



The Seventy-first Annual Business Meeting of 
rua"^' the American Peace Society will be held in Room 

A, Tremont Temple, Boston, on Monday, May 
8th, at 2 o'clock P. M. The annual reports of the 
Treasurer and of the Board of Directors will be pre- 
sented, officers will be elected and such other business 
transacted as may be brought forward. It is hoped that 
there may be a large attendance of the members. We are 
glad to announce in this connection that, while there has 
been a considerable loss by death during the past year, 
the membership of the Society has been much more than 
sustained by additions from different parts of the country. 
The increase has been larger than during any other recent 
year. The following have recently become members, 
though their names have not heretofore been published in 
these columns : R. Jennie Lindley, Avilla, Missouri ; 
Mrs. Edith ^W. Wait, Medford, Massachusetts ; Mrs. 
Ruth H. Spray, Salida, Colorado; George G. Mercer, 
Esq., Philadelphia; J. B. Upham, Youth's Companion, 
Boston ; Sarah J. Swift, Worcester, Massachusetts ; 
Edwin D. Mead, Boston ; Lucia Ames Mead, Boston ; C. 
E. Harrington, D.D., Waltham, Massachusetts; Mrs. 
Emma H. Unthank, Wilmington, Ohio ; Mrs. Henry D. 
Swift, Worcester, Massachusetts ; Francis White, Balti- 
more, Maryland ; Mrs. Richard H. Thomas, Baltimore ; 
Professor A. M. Elliott, Baltimore ; Miss Anna B. 
Eckstein, Boston ; Miss Alice Cheever, Boston ; Miss 
Lena L. Carpenter, Boston ; Mrs. Albert I. Croll , 
Boston ; Mrs. William G. Preston, Boston ; Mrs. 
Edward W. Dale, Brookline, Massachusetts ; Miss 
Martha Thacher, Boston ; Miss Beatrice Haines, Boston ; 
Miss E. D. Swaim, Boston ; Mrs. G. F. Butler, Water- 
town, Massachusetts; Mrs. A. G. Browne, Boston; N. 
H. Henchman, Boston. Besides this, all of those who 
have recently contributed two dollars or more in response 
to the special circular sent out by the Society are entitled 
to membership. We shall be glad to enroll them as such, 
if they will let us know their wishes in the matter. 



The June number of the Advocate op Peace 
AbT'"' 3 ''* mav De somewhat delayed on account of Secre- 
tary Trueblood's absence from the office during 
the months of May and June. He has been asked by 
the Board of Directors of the American Peace Society to 
represent them at The Hague during the sittings of the 
Conference called by the Czar, and to cooperate with 
other experienced peace workers who will gather there 



to promote the purposes for which the Conference is to 
meet. The Secretary has also been asked to serve as a 
member of a small delegation for this purpose repre- 
senting the peace organizations of this country, England 
and the continent of Europe, who shall keep in touch 
with the proceedings of the Conference and render such 
services as may at any time seem timely and prudent. 
He will sail from New York on the steamer Paris on the 
10th of May, and will expect to arrive at The Hague on 
the morning of the 18th, the day of the opening of the 
Conference. The readers of the Advocate of Peace will 
be kept informed, through editorial correspondence, 
what the Secretary sees and hears as to the progress of 
events at this most momentous international gathering 
ever held. 



The President has appointed as the United 
TheHague!" States delegates to the Conference at The 

Hague Andrew D. White, Seth Low and 
Stanford Newell. To these have been added, in line with 
what is being done with other governments, a naval and 
a military expert, A. T. Mahan, U. S. N., and William 
Crozier, U. S. A. The Commission as a whole is a 
strong one. Andrew D. White, who has from the first 
been talked of in connection with the Commission, is at 
the present time Ambassador to Germany, where he 
also represented the United States once before. He has 
also represented our government at the Russian court, 
and is thoroughly acquainted with conditions prevailing 
in Europe. Mr. White is an able and conscientious his- 
torian, and is well known as one of our foremost educa- 
tors. He is in thorough sympathy with the movement 
for the settlement of international differences by arbitra- 
tion, as shown by his strong public utterances on the sub- 
ject. No better chairman of the American Commission 
could have been chosen. Seth Low, President of Colum- 
bia University, is one of our most distinguished and con- 
scientious private citizens. He is well known for his 
brave efforts for the renovation of New York and Brook- 
lyn politics, having been twice Mayor of the latter city. 
His influence at The Hague will certainly be for the 
best attainable results. Mr. Stanford Newell is our 
present Minister to Holland, and has for this reason been 
named a member of the Commission, as the other Minis- 
ters at The Hague have been named on the Commissions 
from their respective countries. He is a member of the 
St. Paul Bar, and is considered an accomplished student 
of international law. Captain A. T. Mahan and Cap- 
tain William Crozier are both accomplished experts in 
their departments, and have been appointed for counsel 
beeause so many questions touching the armies and 
navies are to be considered by the Conference. The 
Secretary of the Commission is Mr. Frederick W. Holb, 
senior member of the law firm of Holb, Wagner and 



